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Executive DirectorLETTER FROM the

Dear Friends,

At CRLA, we fight for community-led justice. We value the agency and power of the rural 

communities we live in and serve. Clients dictate how they want us to work their cases and

what goals they’re trying to accomplish, former clients serve on our board of directors, and 

clients join local comités that advise our field offices.

When I work with our comité members, they remind me of the person who inspired my 

personal commitment to community-led justice: my grandfather.

 
My grandfather came to this country through the Bracero Program. After working many 

harvests up and down the West Coast, he had an opportunity to move his family here (including 

my 11-year-old dad) but without really knowing where they were going to stay. Miraculously, 

when they got to Riverbank, the town where I grew up, a family from their rancho back in 

Mexico was able to give them a place to stay until they found a home of their own.

I have no idea who that family was, but their choice to house a family in need made an 

incredible impact on my future. Now, 50 years later, I am executive director of CRLA. It’s 

my privilege to advance legal services and advocacy that enable thousands of rural California 

residents to find and stay in safe housing each year.

   
You are creating the same kind of impact on someone else’s future as a CRLA supporter. Your 

choice to give your money, time, and other resources to support our work amplifies the power 

and agency of rural communities. Thank you for being part of this ecosystem of change.

 
One of the best parts of my first year as executive director has been connecting with many of 

you at our meet and greet events in Fresno, Bakersfield, San Diego, El Centro, and at our LA 

Tardeada. (Check out some photos on pages 4-5.) I look forward to more events around the 

state next year!

In community,

   Jessica M. Jewell 

   Executive Director
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Lisa Ba rrow
A L U M N I  S P OT L I G H T:

Why did you choose to join CRLA?

When I was in school at UC Davis, I did a lot of legislative advocacy for English Language Learners, 
including work with California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation.

I joined California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. (CRLA) because I wanted to focus on advancing 
educational opportunities for English Language Learners and other underserved public school 
students and CRLA had a history of doing that work. 

I started working as a staff attorney at CRLA’s Stockton office in1993 and stayed until 1998. At the 
time, the Stockton office was the only office with an opening, but it turned out to be one of best fits 
for me because Stockton is a very diverse city. I liked that aspect of the work. 

What are your proudest accomplishments from your time at CRLA?

I worked on some really good litigation at CRLA, even as a baby lawyer. I worked on the first 
Gateway litigation that obtained over $100 million in affordable housing units in Stockton. I worked 
on educational challenges to Proposition 187 after it passed in 1994. I remember spending hours at 
Morrison Foerster because back then we still did paper discovery. 

I’m incredibly proud to have worked with Richard Oliver on a school desegregation case in Stockton. 
We did an enormous amount of work to ensure that budget cuts did not shortchange South Stockton 
schools that were under a court-ordered desegregation program. We also advocated for funds to 
be spent in ways that reflected the needs of the diverse school community of Hmong, Black, and 
Spanish-speaking parents. 

On another note, when I first got to the Stockton office, I don’t think the furniture had been changed 
for a good 20 years. I talked to a friend of mine who was on the Kaiser Permanente board of directors 
and got a furniture donation to update the office. It was important to me that our clients had a more 
welcoming and comfortable environment.
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How has working at CRLA impacted your career?

Even after I left Stockton to do plaintiff’s employment law at Minami Tamaki in San Francisco, 
I continued to work with CRLA and familiar partners like the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission—co-counseling on some wage and hour cases for farmworkers, for example. 

Working at CRLA, I learned to see the human side of a problem. And there were always way more 
opportunities to solve problems than we had resources for, so I learned how to be strategic about what I 
focus on to make the biggest impact. It’s a skill that carries forward in everything I do, even now. 

What challenges facing rural California do you think CRLA could 
most impact?

The multidisciplinary approach CRLA has historically taken to legal services—focusing on labor and 
employment, education, housing, health—continues to be important as opposed to focusing on just 
one issue. Most of our clients in Stockton had multiple issues; they all dovetail into each other.

The experience I had in Stockton, serving all parts of the community, is something CRLA does well 
and should continue to do. Because there are some areas where CRLA is the only game in town.

How do you stay connected with CRLA?

I’m on the fundraising board and I enjoy attending CRLA events: I go to the Tardeada and I went to former 
Executive Director Jose Padilla’s retirement party last year. I also brought people together for a program 
honoring Rich Oliver’s work. 

Another way I stay connected is by designating CRLA for cy pres awards. Because of the work CRLA does 
and the geographic reach, it’s a good recipient for unclaimed class-action settlement funds. And cy pres 
awards over the last few years have added up to multiple millions. 

Whenever I talk about CRLA with others, I let them know there are a lot of different ways to contribute. 

Want to suggest a CRLA alum for a future Alumni Spotlight feature? Email us at development@crla.org.
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2023 EVENTs: 

FRESNO

BAKERSFIELD

Fresno, Bakersfield, San Diego, 
L.A. Tardeada, El Centro 
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Thank you to all the longtime supporters and new allies who welcomed CRLA’s new Executive Director 
Jessica M. Jewell at our 2023 events. We look forward to more events in 2024!
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Impact2 0 2 2

Fighting for community-led justice

Equality before the law is a foundational principle of United States democracy. But equality before the 
law crumbles when only some people have meaningful access to the legal system. 

Unlike criminal cases, people aren’t guaranteed the right to an attorney in civil legal matters. That 
means low-income people unable to pay an attorney are at a huge disadvantage when facing a 
landlord or employer who can afford strong legal counsel and representation.

CRLA provides expert legal services at no cost to low-income people in California’s rural areas and 
smaller cities. We also pursue impact litigation that benefits even more people. 

Through 16 field offices and six specialized programs, we work with rural residents to achieve their 
goals in five priority areas: employment, housing, education, health, and leadership development. 

We value the agency and power of the rural communities we live in and serve. Clients dictate how 
they want us to work their cases, former clients serve on our board of directors, and community 
members can join local comités that advise our field offices. It’s a unique approach to legal work and 
an important strategy to uphold equality before the law and protect democracy.

When you support CRLA with your time, expertise, and financial resources, you are part of a wider 
network of people closing the justice gap and ensuring California is a more just and democratic place.
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6,000  cases closed, impacting 17,000 household members

40%  cases resolved to benefit of client

$7.5 Million  saved or recovered for clients

20,000 residents  reached through workshops and other outreach



The COVID-19 pandemic showed how essential low-wage workers are. From harvesting and 
producing the food we eat to caring for our children and elders to packing and delivering our online 
orders, the labor of low-wage workers is critical for our wellbeing.

Yet many low-wage workers are not being paid for their hard work. According to a 2020 Legislative 
Analyst’s Office report, about 30,000 California workers file unpaid wage claims each year. In 2017, 
claims totaled $320 million but workers recovered about $40 million—only an eighth of what they 
were owed.1 And the total amount of wages stolen by employers is undoubtedly much higher as many 
workers face obstacles in filing claims, including fear of retaliation. 

As COVID-19 supports end and families continue to see higher prices on food, rent, and other 
necessities, challenging wage theft is an important way to protect low-wage workers’ rights and 
prevent worsening poverty in California communities. 

How CRLA Challenges Wage Theft

CRLA offices educate workers on their rights regarding wage theft and how to file a claim with the 
Labor Commissioner’s Office (LCO). But because of staffing vacancies and case backlog at the LCO, it 
may take years before an individual worker sees payment for their claim. In addition, many workers 
fear losing their jobs if they report wage theft at all. 

1 Legislative Analyst’s Office. (2020, February 19). The 2020-21 Budget: Improving the State’s Unpaid Wage Claim Process. https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4165

Rural Workers Stand Up to 
           Employers’ Wage Theft
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CRLA can also support workers in ways that leverage their power as a collective. The Labor Code 
Private Attorneys General Act (PAGA) authorizes aggrieved employees to file lawsuits to recover 
civil penalties on behalf of themselves, other employees, and the State of California for Labor Code 
violations.2 Partnering with CRLA to file a PAGA suit can give workers who felt they had to put up with 
unfair treatment an opportunity to create broader change.

As a civil legal aid organization, CRLA plays an important role in enforcement of labor law. Our staff 
have strong relationships with communities, clients, and regulatory agencies in addition to deep 
knowledge of local industries and applicable laws. They are well-positioned to tailor their advocacy to 
take on employers who repeatedly violate the law or where large numbers of workers are involved.

CRLA Fresno Advocacy Leads to $1.9 Million Citation of Growers  

In September 2019, CRLA Fresno staff referred a wage claim to the Labor Commissioner’s office, 
prompting an investigation into farm labor contractor (FLC) M.G. Luna, Inc. of Parlier and growers 
Madera Persimmon Growers Inc. of Madera and Willems Farms, Inc. of Kingsburg. Our client and other 
workers had filed claims against the FLC and the growers for nonpayment of wages, receiving checks 
with insufficient funds, or both. 

In August 2023, the Labor Commissioner’s office concluded the investigation and cited the FLC and 
growers $1.9 million for wage theft affecting 356 workers who harvested persimmons and blueber-
ries. Besides being a victory for workers, the citation serves as an important reminder for employers.

Labor Commissioner Lilia García-Brower noted, “The agricultural industry has up-the-chain liability 
laws holding client companies responsible for unpaid wages when their contractor fails to pay their 
workers…To avoid liability as client employers, growers have an obligation to ensure that the FLCs 
they hire are licensed, in good standing, and paying legal wages.”3

Workers Who Picked Driscoll’s Strawberries File PAGA Suit

Corporations’ use of multiple layers of contractors to avoid labor laws is not unique to the agricultural 
industry. However, agricultural workers experience high rates of wage theft as corporations, growers, and 
farm labor contractors exploit their precarious circumstances, including immigration status and limited 
employment options in rural areas. 

In April 2023, seventeen farmworkers represented by CRLA’s Oxnard office and Legal Aid at Work filed 
a lawsuit in the Ventura County Superior Court alleging they were not fully paid for picking Driscoll’s 
strawberries during the 2022 harvesting season. 

Seventeen workers may seem like a small group relative to the total number of agricultural workers in 
California, but the suit also seeks penalties under PAGA and to stop the employers’ illegal activities for 
other aggrieved employees.

2 State of California Department of Industrial Relations. (2020, December). Private Attorneys General Act (PAGA) – 
  Filing. https://www.dir.ca.gov/Private-Attorneys-General-Act/Private-Attorneys-General-Act.html
3 State of California Department of Industrial Relations. (2023, August 29). California Labor Commissioner Cites Fresno Area Farm Labor Contractor and Two Growers 
  $1.9 Million for Wage Theft Violations. https://www.dir.ca.gov/DIRNews/2023/2023-64.html
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Seventh Tree Farm, Inc., a farm labor contractor and corporation based in Oxnard, CA hired workers to 
pick Driscoll’s strawberries and promised to pay workers $2.10 for each box of strawberries they picked. 
Our clients picked berries and packed them directly into boxes labeled with the Driscoll’s name. However, 
the complaint alleges the employers systematically undercounted the number of boxes workers picked, 
resulting in widespread wage theft.

Driscoll’s represents itself as the “global market leader for fresh strawberries” and controls approximately 
one-third of the U.S. berry market. Driscoll’s, Inc. is named as a joint and client employer in the complaint. 

According to the lawsuit, Seventh Tree Farm, Inc. also frequently required many workers to work overtime 
on weekends, paying them in cash or personal check but failing to pay overtime premiums required by 
law.  In many cases, workers were paid below the minimum wage for the hours they spent performing 
harvesting work.  The workers lodged complaints with managers about the failure to pay accurately, but 
managers refused to address the issues.

Fidel, one of the plaintiffs in the case who picked strawberries, explained: “When we saw the list of picked 
boxes, we realized that the number in the list was not the number that we had picked. We reported to the 
supervisors that there were boxes missing, but they never fixed the problem, and up until today, we still 
have not received wages for those boxes.”

Client Courage Key to Legal Victories

Throughout CRLA history, workers’ courage to speak up about unfair treatment—even in the face of 
employer retaliation and intimidation—has been key to important victories that have shaped labor law. 

Maria, a plaintiff in the Oxnard case, pointed out, “I complained to my supervisors about the theft of the 
boxes. I was fired without being paid my last check. When my employer steals wages, my family and 
the families of others suffer. These injustices shouldn’t happen but when one keeps quiet, they will only 
continue.”

Fellow plaintiff Leonardo added, “I want workers who have suffered violations like me to know that raising 
our voice creates change. That is why we are doing this together. Let’s stop being afraid and start using 
our voice.”

As Angelica Preciado, Directing Attorney for CRLA’s Agricultural Worker Program in the Oxnard office, 
said, “It is unacceptable that farmworkers whose labor is so essential and contributes so much to the 
infrastructure and wellbeing of our nation should have to put up with stolen wages.”

Together with our clients we will continue to challenge the exploitative actions of corporations in our legal 
system and insist that no one is above the law.
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More Highlights2 0 2 3

(Madera) Kept a single mother and her family in their home
Mirella C. was on Paid Family Leave after giving birth, but the partial income did not fully cover her 
expenses as a single mother navigating her own disability. Unable to make her mortgage payments, 
she was soon in default on her loan. She returned to work early only to lose her job a few weeks later 
when the Madera Community Hospital closed due to financial shortfall caused by increased demand 
from the on-going pandemic. She reached out to CRLA’s Madera office for help to keep her family 
in their home. With the legal assistance of CRLA staff, she was able to secure $10,165.25 
from California’s Homeowner Assistance Fund, authorized by the American Rescue Plan Act.

(Stockton) Ensured proper enforcement of eviction protections 
In late 2022, CRLA’s statewide Tenant Justice Project (TJP) discovered that some landlords were 
incorrectly arguing that a City of Stockton ordinance only applied if a tenant met all the protected 
characteristics—for example, a tenant had to be both over 65 years of age and COVID-affected to 
be protected from eviction. The TJP team took legal action to push back on the unlawful evictions in 
Stockton and won, keeping our clients in their homes. The TJP team heard from judges that they had 
their research attorneys confirm the Stockton ordinance does indeed specify that tenants need only 
be in one of the classes (e.g. over 65 or COVID-affected) to be protected from eviction. CRLA was 
there to represent Stockton tenants’ rights and ensure more judges and lawyers properly applied 
the local ordinance.

(Salinas) Expanded pesticide exposure protections 
CRLA’s Medical Legal Partnership team won a victory in a lawsuit against the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation (DPR) and Dow Agrosciences in March 2023 when an Alameda Co Superior Court 
justice ruled that the California Department of Pesticide Regulation must revise its rules to provide 
greater protection to farmworkers exposed to a cancer-causing pesticide 1,3-dichloropropene, or 1,3-
D, manufactured by Dow Chemical under the brand name Telone. DPR’s previous rules were designed 
to protect only “non-occupational/residential bystanders” but left out “occupational bystanders,” 
including farmworkers, from protections. Telone is a soil fumigant that is the third-most heavily 
applied pesticide in California’s fields, though it is banned in 34 countries. CRLA will continue to 
monitor DPR to ensure it complies with the Court’s order.

CRLA provides free civil legal services that can keep people and communities safer and more stable. 
Here are three examples from this year.
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Doug Grijalva 
Donor Profile: 

Why do you donate to CRLA?
We have few heroes in life and Ralph Abascal is mine. I met Ralph in 1971 when he was head of litigation at San 
Francisco Neighborhood Legal Assistance Foundation (SFNLAF). I started working at SFNLAF to fulfill my two-year 
alternative service requirement as a conscientious objector. 

At that time Ralph was advising then State Senator George Moscone on California’s 1971 Welfare Reform Act (WRA). 
Moscone knew the WRA would pass and his intent was to set up lawsuits Ralph could file against the legislation. And 
he did—Ralph filed 29 class action suits against the WRA in federal and state courts and won all but two.

I worked at SFNLAF as a paralegal representing welfare recipients who had grant terminations. I watched how Ralph 
approached his work. He had such compassion for his clients. He had a strong sense of right and wrong and always 
represented the little guy. 

Ralph would ask me for my comments and edits on the briefs he was writing. He showed me an immense amount of 
respect and was an incredible mentor. In his view, everyone had something to contribute. He didn’t care what your 
background or degree status was, he cared if you were thoughtful, intelligent, and cared about other people. 

Ralph was the one who encouraged me to go back and finish my BA and then get my JD. I went to Berkeley Law 
School with a recommendation from Ralph. As I continued in my career in litigation, I constantly found myself 
thinking of things I learned from him.

When he died, I thought, the world needs to remember this guy. Donating to CRLA—an organization that he believed 
in and where he worked most of his career—seemed like a fitting way to honor his memory.

How did you first learn about CRLA?
I first learned about CRLA once I started working with Ralph at SFNLAF. He was very connected to CRLA, he had 
worked at the [Salinas and] Marysville office after finishing law school and worked with attorneys from CRLA on 
some of the WRA class actions. After his tenure at SFNLAF, he chose to return to CRLA as General Counsel for most 
of his legal career. He was brilliant, a giant legal mind. I admired and respected Ralph and his commitment to CRLA 
and the important work it was doing and continues to do. 

How do you donate to CRLA? 
I make an annual gift in memory of Ralph. Last year, I also gave to the Jose Padilla Fellowship Fund. Jose and 
I overlapped at Berkeley Law, but only connected through my donations in Ralph’s name; beyond that personal 
connection, supporting law fellows is a way to pay forward and allow others to follow Ralph’s example. 

Do you tell others about your support of CRLA? 
CRLA isn’t widely known here in Texas where I live, but I will always take the opportunity to tell people about 
Ralph and I mention that I support CRLA as a way to honor him and the important work CRLA does. It’s a 
tremendous organization. 

Join Doug by making a tribute gift to honor a loved one, mentor, or even a current CRLA staff 
member. You can make your gift online at crla.org or contact our Individual Giving Director 
Susana Rodriguez at srodriguez@crla.org or (510) 267-0762 ext. 1028.

Retired attorney, Texas
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Support the Next Generation
of Justice Lawyers

A recent California Bar study found that “experience interning at a 
public interest organization is the strongest predictor of a student 
maintaining plans to pursue a public interest career after 
graduation.”

More interns and fellows becoming public interest lawyers 
means more access to justice for people who can’t afford 
private legal services.

You can ensure students and graduates connect with CRLA! 
Promote us for fellowships offered by your firm, foundation, or 
alma mater or donate to the José Padilla Fellowship Fund.

José Padilla Fellowship Fund 
When you make a gift to the José Padilla Fellowship Fund, you 
can shape careers and change lives by bringing more early-career 
attorneys to rural California. 

Launched upon his retirement in 2022, the José Padilla Fellowship 
Fund honors José’s leadership by enabling more law students and 
recent graduates to work at CRLA and benefit from the unique 
opportunities and mentoring we offer.

To donate to the José Padilla Fellowship Fund, please visit crla.org/
PadillaFellowships. Alternatively, call our Development Department at 
(510) 267-0762 ext. 1005. Thank you for your support! 

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, Federal 
Tax I.D. Number 95-2428657. 
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2022 DONORS
 

$10,000 + 
 

Allred, Maroko & 
  Goldberg 
Miguel Casillas 
Entravision 
  Communications 
Fidelity Charitable 
First Bank 
Hon. Yvonne Gonzalez 
  Rogers & Matthew C. 
  Rogers
Dolores Leal 
Kazan McClain 
Partners’ Foundation, 
  Inc.
Janet McGinnis 
Monardella Fund
Morgan Stanley GIFT 
MUFG Union Bank 
  Foundation 
Duane E. & Laurie P. 
  Phillips
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Schwab Charitable 
  Fund 
Shartsis Friese LLP 
Signature Resolution, 
  LLC 
The Kaphan 
  Foundation 
Vanguard Charitable 

$5,000-$9,999

KXLA 44/ KVMD LLC. 
Francis E. Fernandez & 
  Carmen Flores 
Rod Stiefvater 
  Foundation 
Monica Sanchez & 
  Armando Lopez
Sheppard Mullin 
The Morrison & 
  Foerster Foundation 

$2,500-$4,999

Denise Abrams & 
  David Harrington
American Endowment 
  Foundation
Vibiana Andrade 
Andrade Gonzalez LLP 
Morris Baller & 
  Christine Brigagliano
Bracamontes & Vlasak, 
  P.C. 
Peter & Priscilla 
  Carson
David Bohnett 
  Foundation 
Moira Dawson
E & J Gallo Winery 
Maria Echaveste & 
  Christopher Edley Jr.
Jim Fitzpatrick 
Fitzpatrick & 
  Swanston 
Garcia Hernandez 
  Sawhney, LLP 
Marty & Beverly Glick
Santos & Michelle 
  Leah Gomez
Marian & Roger Gray
Douglas & Beth 
  Grijalva
Anonymous
Keker, Van Nest & 
  Peters LLP 
Hannah Kranzberg
Hon. Dennis Landin 

Joe & Donna 
  Lovretovich
Claudia Martinez & 
  Elias Portales
McGuireWoods LLP 
Mutual of America 
Financial Group 
Outten & Golden 
Richard M. Pearl 
Harry Plant & Amy Rao
Marie Reniers
Mario & Rebecca 
  Salinas
Gary & Carolyn Soto
Julia Villa-Miramontes 
Virginia Villegas 
VMware Foundation
Aaron Woolfson 
Zaitlin-Nienberg Family 
  Fund

$1,000-$2,499 

Dr. & Mrs. Agnew
Sean Andrade
John Arango 
Arthur J. Gallagher &  
  Co. 
Castlewatch Wealth
BALIF 
Jeanne Charn Bellow 
Michael Bracamontes 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Juliet Brodie & Jane 
  Schacter
Bush Gottlieb 
Elizabeth Caballero 
Charles Claver 
Colby Family Giving
Carol Cole & David 
  Bassing
Donna J. DeDiemar &  
  Christopher E. 
  Hamilton
Stephen N. Dorsi & 
  Phyllis B. Dorsi
Michael J. Loeb 
Charitable Fund at the 
  East Bay Community 
  Foundation

Annual
Report

2022
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Maxine Fasulis 
Filice Insurance 
David Fukuzawa 
Gamez Law 
Garcia Barnblatt Foster 
Wealth Management 
  Group 
Ron Gastelum 
Zachary Heath 
Mary T. Hernandez 
Bill Hoerger & Ellen 
  Lake
Susheel Kodali 
Hernan Laffitte 
Hon. Louise A. LaMothe 
Mary Geissler Lanzone 
Latina Designs by Pilar 
Doreen Villanueva 
Lawyers’ Committee for  
  Civil Rights of the San 
  Francisco Bay Area  
A. Keith Lesar 
Nancy Lumer 
Upwelling Capital Group 
  LLC 
David & Samantha 
  Martinez
Hector Martinez 
David McClain & 
  Marilyn Wong
Pia Moriarty & Bob Hurd
Elizabeth Morrison 
Gabriella Navarro-
  Busch 
Jon Neustadter
Nielsen, Peterson & 
  Nielsen LLP 
Emily Orfanos 
Jose R. Padilla & 
  Deborah Escobedo 
Perez & Perez 
Bruce Raabe, Relevant 
  Wealth 
John H. Rodgers 
Mario & Sara Rosas 
  Family
Robert & Susan Sall
Michael Schoenleber 
Shute, Mihaly & 
Weinberger LLP 
Valerie Sopher

Mariko Soto 
Alan Sparer & 
  Charlotte Fishman
Marion Standish
Hon. Michael L. Stern 
  & Antonia Hernandez 
Karen Carrera, Carrera 
  Workplace Solutions
The Vega Settlement   
  Group 
Thendara Foundation 
David Turner
Hon. Juan Ulloa 
Gladdys J. Uribe 
Michael & Laura 
  Wallace
Jacq M. Wilson 

$500-$999

Suzanne Abel 
Michelle Anderson & 
  Sade Borghei
Anonymous (x2)
Elena Asturias & 
  Eduardo Paniagua
Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation 
Randall Barkan & 
  Audrey J. Barris
Rachel Berk
Remigia Bermudez 
Justin Bosl
David Brooks
Kevin P. Bundy 
Lauri Burnham-
  Massey 
Alejandro Campillo 
Susan Carlton 
Felicitas Carrillo 
Charities Aid 
Foundation of America 
Leslie & William 
  Cordes
Roberto I. de La Rosa 
  Jr. 
Julie Drake & Kim 
  Tucker
Maria Elena Durazo 
Laura Escobedo 

Leah Estes 
Robert Christopher 
Feenstra & Gail 
Whiting Feenstra
Michael & Mary Flynn
Michael Freund 
Robert T. Fries 
Sergio & Amelia 
  Garcia 
Give Lively Foundation 
  Inc.
Nathan Goldberg 
Kate Hallward 
Martha Hernandez 
Irma Herrera 
JAA & Associates 
Toni J. Jaramilla 
Aurelio Jauregui 
Julia Kazaks
Bruce W. Kerns & 
  Candis Kerns
Pauline Kim & 
  K. Philip Lee
Luis & Lee Lainer
Maricela Bermudez
Barbara Means & 
  Richard Leask
Manuel A. Martinez 
Christine Masters & 
  Alan Ribakoff
Taylor McAdam 
Chad Miles 
Amagda Perez 
Linda C. Perez 
Nicole M. Phillips 
Michael Rhodes 
Vincent Ruiz 
Gloria G. Santillan 
Susan Scott 
Leslie Shiner 
Gino Squadrito 
Bill Tamayo &
  Deborah Lee
The Chun Farnkopf 
Family Fund
The T. Rowe Price 
  Charitable 
C. Anthony Valladolid 
& 
  Carmen E. Quintana
Thomas van Sciver 
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Moises Vazquez 
Juan Viramontes 
Aaron Voit 
Kim Wade 
Bryan Wilson 

$250-$499

John Allen 
Margarita Altamirano 
AmazonSmile 
Maria Elena Anaya 
Adrian S. Andrade 
Anonymous (x4)
Ramon Arias & 
  Rebecca Codekas
Jesse T. Arnold 
Kevin Baker 
Peter Barbosa
Matthew Blair 
Prairie Bly
Nancy Bornn 
Ellen Braff-Guajardo 
Armida Helen 
  Brashears 
Christine Brigagliano 
Camaldolese Hermits of 
  America 
Rosalio Castro & 
  Christina Guerrero
Darlene Ceremello & 
  Jessea Greenman
Susan Christie 
Lisa Cisneros 
Emily Coady 
John Davis & 
  Loretta Lynch
Alejandro Delgado 
Roger Doughty & 
  Royce Lin
Sharon Duggan 
Armando Duron & 
  Mary Salinas
Lillia Espino 
Reymundo & 
  Beatriz Espinoza
Peter Gelblum & 
  Michele Estrin-Gelblum
Robert Farrace 
Hon. Poli Flores Jr 
Timothy Garbinsky 

Jonathan Che 
Gettleman 
Solange Goncalves 
  Altman 
Hon. Debra L. Gonzales 
Adela Gonzalez 
Arturo & Rosa Gonzalez
John Good & 
  Janet Arnesty
Ira L. Gottlieb & 
  Marcy Winograd
Stephanie Gubelin 
Ralph Gutlohn 
Olof Hellen 
Katherine M. Hogan 
Charles R. Howell 
Emilio J. Huerta 
George & Peggy Hunt
Jessica Jewell 
Marian Johnston & 
  George & Peggy Hunt
Cassandra Kamuchey 
Anne Katten 
Jason Leal 
Barbara & Robert 
  Leidigh
David Lewis & 
  Joan Poulos
Joan & Daniel Lopez
Sal Lopez & 
  Urbanie Lucero
Ali Mahmoudi 
Mary Ann Massenburg 
Christopher May & 
  Barbara C. McGraw
Mark Moehling 
Miriam Montesinos 
Lizeth Moreno 
Richard Nahmias 
Mary Nelson 
Steven Nutter 
Alberto Ochoa 
Edward Olmos 
Dana Olson 
James Pachl 
Irene Padilla-Salazar & 
  Carlos Salazar
Hon. Richard Paez & 
  Diane Erickson
Susan Pingleton 
Anastacia Powers 

  Cuellar 
Michael Rawson & 
  Constance De La Vega
Eric Reyes 
Anna Rivera 
Jim Rodriguez 
Kirby Sack 
Victoria Sanchez de 
  Alba & Ricardo de Alba
Ray & Diane Santana
Daniel Santos 
Mark & Lucia Savage
John W. Semion 
Travis Silva 
Luis & Manuela Solis
Shelly Spiegel 
Coleman 
Marion Standish 
TelSwitch 
Robin Toma 
Hon. John M. True III & 
  Claudia Wilken
Shyam Ullal 
Charles Vaske 
Gilbert Vasquez 
Judd Volino 
Jacque Wilson 
Marilyn A. Woollard 
Minerva Zermeno 

$100-$249 

Luis Alejo 
Anonymous (x4)
J. Bernard Alexander 
III 
Fred Altshuler & 
  Julia Cheever
Susan Alva 
Alicia Armenta 
Carolina Banbury 
Lisa & Kevin Barrow
Polina Bernstein 
Stephen Bingham 
Maria Blanco 
Frank & Melissa Bloch
Jack & Jennifer Boger
Karen Borja & 
  Blaz Gutierrez
Steven & 
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  Karen Bovarnick
Marjorie & Robert Brach
Sergio Campos 
Hon. Yvonne Campos 
Juan Carlos Cancino 
Rosa D. Cao 
Tasha Castaneda 
Hon. Emma Castro 
Katherine Castro 
Wayland Chang 
Courthouse News 
  Service 
The Crail-Johnson 
  Foundation 
Jose Cuellar 
Douglas & Gisela Daetz
Alegeria de La Cruz
Roberto & 
  Teresa de la Rosa
Leah Dehmohseni
Ann Denvir 
Nancy P. Dicenzo 
Joel Diringer 
Hon. Donal Donnelly 
Pedro & Deborah 
  Echeverria
Erasmo Elias & 
  Rochelle Erasmo
Micael Peredia 
Estremera 
Theresa Fay-Bustillos 
Laura Clauson Ferree 
Patricia & Michael Fink
Robert Finkelstein & 
  Lisa Chen
Anne Fletcher 
Frontstream 
Robert A. Fuentes 
Hon. Fred J. Fujioka & 
  Yasuko Hara 
John & Sharon Funk
Ines Galindo 
Victoria Geissinger 
Marjorie Gelb & 
  Mark Aaronson
Margo George & 
  Catherine Karrass
Carmen Gibbs 
Gillett Law, APC 
Abby Ginzberg 
James Glendenning 

Josie Gonzalez 
Theodore Goodwin 
Ken Graham & 
  Connie Graham
Donald S. Greenberg 
Ellen Greenstone 
Maricela Gutierrez 
William Guy & 
  Ellen Reed
Sylvia Hale 
Barbara Harthorn 
Diane Hattula Coony 
Les & Linda Hausrath
Hernandez Law Offices 
Douglas Heumann & 
  Eveline Blanchette
Eugenia Hicks 
Patricia Higa 
Bradley J. Hill 
Jennifer Hoffman
Vida Holguin 
Susan & 
  Alan Houseman
Kirk & Xochitl Jackson
Hon. Alan Jaroslovsky 
Ronald Javor 
Don Jones 
James A. Kealey 
Donald Kelley Jr. and 
  Susan Getman
Eric B. Kingsley 
Paul Kivel & 
  Mary Luckey
Timothy Kolesnikow 
Hilde and 
  Bryan Largay
Law Office of 
  Frederick J. Gibbons, 
  Inc. 
Bill Lee & Carolyn Yee 
Lisa Lemus & 
  Phillip Wong
Wendy Lilliedoll 
George Lipsitz & 
  Barbara Tomlinson
Raymond Loera 
Romulo & 
  Roseanne Lopez
Tony J. LoPresti 
Shellie Lott 
Debra L. Loya 

Guadalupe Lucio 
Sandra & David Lyons
Sandra Lyons 
Maria Markham 
Elvis Martinez 
Irma L. Martinez 
Karen & John Martinez 
Ken & Becky Martinez
Myrna Martinez 
Nateras 
Gary W. Meastas 
Michael L. Meuter 
Thomas C. Mitchell 
James Morales 
Hon. Carlos Moreno & 
  Christine Moreno
Dennis Morita 
Ricardo & Maria 
Munoz
Rudy Murrietta & 
  Leticia Murrietta
Brian Murtha 
Felicitas Nunez 
Stephanie O’Neal 
Hon. Yolanda Orozco 
Ray Ortiz 
Steven Ortiz 
John F. O’Toole & 
  Jean Hom
Armando & Patricia 
Padilla
Chris & Bettina Paige
Dennis Parker 
John &
   Kathleen Peterson
Robert & 
  Norma Placensia
Jeff Ponting 
Mary Louise Pratt 
Nora Quinn 
Gretchen Regenhardt 
Michelle Reinglass 
Cynthia Rice 
Genevieve Richardson 
Ronald & Susan 
Robboy
Luann & Jesus Rocha 
Rey M. Rodriguez 
Susana Rodriguez 
Florence Roisman 
Ramon E. Romero Jr.
Oren Root
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Stefan Rosenzweig & 
  Claudia Jackson
William Rostov
Athena Roussos 
Laurie Rubin 

J. David Sackman 
  & Jerolyn A. Crute-
  Sackman
Hon. Alexander 
Saldamando & 
  Judith Saldamando
Patrick Saldana 
Hon. Teresa Sanchez-
  Gordon 
Mark Schacht 
Sue Schechter 
Peter Schey 
Dee Schilling 
Jay Schreider 
Marci B. Seville 
Carol Ruth Silver 
Lawrence J. Simon 
Gail D. Solo 
Kevin Stein & 
  Helen Bruno
Carl Steiner & 
  Mihoko Yamagata
Nancy Strohl & 
  Peter Siegel
Robert Tafoya & 
  Sandra Serrano
Betsy Temple
The Blackbaud Giving 
Fund, by its agent 
YourCause 
The U.S. Charitable Gift 
  Trust 
Angela Tobin
Noe Torres 
Shirley Trevino 
Elica Vafaie 
Stephanie Valencia 
Emily Vasquez 
Jose Vela 
Ana Ventura Phares & 
  Joseph Phares
Brian Way 
Ellen Widess & 
  Rick Warren
Mary M. Withington 

Jason Wojciechowski 
Janice Wood 
Russell J. Yamaichi
Monica & Alex Yu 

Up to $99 

Christine Abrams 
Margarita Alcantar 
Angelo Ancheta 
Anonymous (x16)
Bucky & Cathy Askew
David Bacon 
Monica Baumann 
Joan Boyle 
Janet Bronitsky & 
  Mark J. Suprenand
Anna Budman 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Estella Cisneros 
Gabriela Delariva 
Matilde & 
  Charles Eggleton
Wilma L. Espinoza 
Virginia Franco & 
  Herbert Shore
Melissa K. Gee 
Roy S. Geiger 
Matthew Giedt-Paredes 
  & Virginia McClintock
Dennis A. Gorman 
Theresa Green 
Timothy H. Hallahan 
Suzi Harlow 
Rusten Hogness
Mary Jo Housman
Ted & Diana Jorgensen
Carolyn Kameya & 
  Kenneth Michisaki
Patricia A. Kane 
Bennett Katz 
Conor Kennedy 
Elizabeth Koehler 
Carlotta & John S. Lopez
Senator Bill Monning & 
  Dana Kent, M.D.
Melinda Munoz 
Judy Nakaso 
Network for Good 
Fidel Olmos 

Gerardo Partida 
Thomas Phillips & 
  Stephanie D. Ericson
Olga Pulido 
Brenda Rabena 
Dorri & Bernard Raskin
Mark E. Redmond 
Judith R. Reynolds 
Thomas Rivell 
Margarita & 
  Raymond Romo
Susana Salgado 
Marta-Luisa Sclar & 
  Joy Andrea
Wang Seng Thao 
Roberta Soules 
Iris Stewart-Frey 
Michael Szeto 
Oscar Teran 
Summer Truschke 
Loana Valencia 
Phillip Vedder 
Alexandra Walinskas 
Barry Wasserman & 
  Judith Michalowski
Carolyn Woolley & 
  Jim Pickrel

2022
CY PRES 
NOMINATORS
Lawyers For Justice, PC
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Kingsley & Kingsley   
  Employment Lawyers 
David Yeremian and 
  Associates-Yeremian 
  Law
Law Office of 
  Donald Potter
Altshuler Berzon LLP
Setareh Law Group
Keller Grover LLP
Pollard | Bailey
Law Office Of Kenneth A. 
  Godlman, PC

 17



Blumenthal, Nordrehaug 
  & Bhowmik
Whang Law Firm, P.C. 
Rosen Bien Galvan & 
  Grunfeld LLP
Setareh Law Group - 
  Shaun Setareh
Haines Law Group, APC
David Yeremian & 
  Associates, INC.
Law Offices Of Sahag 
  Majarian Ii

2022 
INSTITUTIONAL 
FUNDERS 
Arcus Foundation
Bank of America Ventura
California Access to 
  Justice Commission
California 
  ChangeLawyers
California Department of 
  Housing and 
  Community Development 
California Department of 
  Public Health 
California Governor’s 
  Office of Emergency 
  Services
California Health 
  Advocates
California Health Care 
  Foundation
California Rural Legal 
  Assistance Foundation 
City of Santa Cruz
City of Stockton
Common Counsel 
  Foundation
Community Action Board 
  of Santa Cruz County, 
  Inc.
Community Foundation 
  of San Joaquin: 
  Sozosei Foundation 
  Community Fund
County of Monterey

County of San Joaquin
County of San Luis 
  Obispo
County of Santa Cruz
County of Stanislaus
County of Ventura
Elder Law and Advocacy
Equality California
Equal Justice Works
Kazan McClain Partners’ 
  Foundation
Legal Aid Association of 
  California 
Legal Aid Society of 
  San Diego
Legal Services 
  Corporation
Legal Services of 
  Northern California
Local Initiatives Support 
  Corporation
McGuireWoods LLP
MUFG Union Bank 
  Foundation
National Employment 
  Law Project 
Pew Charitable Trusts
Power California
San Diego County Bar 
  Foundation
Santa Clara University
Shartsis Friese LLP
Sidney Stern Memorial 
  Trust
Silicon Valley Community 
  Foundation: 
  Chan Zuckerberg 
  Initiative DAF
State Bar of California
Sunlight Giving
The California 
  Endowment
The California Wellness 
  Foundation
The Center at Sierra 
  Health Foundation
The James Irvine 
  Foundation
University of Southern 
  California
U.S. Department of 
  Housing and Urban 

  Development 
United Way Monterey 
  County
Ventura County 
  Community Foundation
Western Center on 
  Law & Poverty
Windward Fund

2022 
IN KIND DONORS
Dolores Leal 
Judy Perez
Perez & Perez
Gladdys Uribe

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor of Amy Steinfeld
Rod Stiefvater 
Foundation

In Honor of Daniella 
Green
Theresa Green

In Honor of Deborah 
Escobedo and Jose 
Padilla
Francis E. Fernandez & 
  Carmen Flores
Morris Baller & Christine 
  Brigagliano

In Honor of Dolores Leal 
and Joaquin, Xochitl and 
Jaime Olmos
Michelle Reinglass

In Honor of Estella 
Cisneros
Virginia Villegas

In Honor of Father Boyle, 
Senator María Elena 
Durazo, and Dolores Leal
Robin Toma
In Honor of Glenn Danas 
and David Martinez
Robins Kaplan LLP

In Honor of Jose Padilla 18     



Morris Baller & 
  Christine Brigagliano
Janet Bronitsky & 
  Mark J. Suprenand
Alejandro Campillo
Estella Cisneros
Roberto I. De La Rosa Jr.
Hon. Donal Donnelly
Douglas & Beth Grijalva
Martha Hernandez
Aurelio Jauregui
Joe & Donna 
Lovretovich 
Ken & Becky Martinez
Richard Nahmias
Dana K. Olson
Richard Pearl
Amagda Perez
Luann & Jesus Rocha
Mario & Sara Rosas 
Family
Kirby Sack
Daniel Santos
Sue Schechter
Susan Scott
Julia Villa-Miramontes

In Honor of Laura Albers
Summer Truschke

In Honor of Maria 
Budman
Anna Budman

In Honor of Mary Jacka, 
Sylvia Torres, and 
Jeannie Barrett
Miguel Casillas

In Honor of Mike 
Meuter 
Monica Baumann

In Honor of Operationmcnair
Anonymous

In Honor of Peter 
Weiner, Rubin Lopez, 
Sally Armendariz, and 
Jose Chapa
Ron Gastelum
In Honor of Pierre Zado
Olga Pulido

In Honor of Rebekah 
Percy
Mary Jo Housman

In Honor of Teresa & 

Roberto de La Rosa
Steven Nutter

In Memory of April Toma
Robin Toma

In Memory of Alexa T. & 
Gabriel Portales
Claudia Martinez & Elias 
Portales 

In Memory of Carmen 
Ramirez
Donald Greenberg

In Memory of Cruz 
Reynoso
Amagda Perez

In Memory of Curt van 
Sciver
Thomas van Sciver

In Memory of Diane 
McIntosh Barbosa
Peter Barbosa

In Memory of Ernie 
Porras
John & Kathleen 
Peterson 

In Memory of Francisco 
Hernandez
Shyam Ullal

In Memory of Frank and 
Lucy Lemus
Lisa Lemus

In Memory of Gary 
Bellow
Jeanne Charn Bellow

In Memory of Gary 
Hernandez
Bennett Katz
In Memory of Hector De 
La Rosa
Fitzpatrick & Swanston
Ana Ventura Phares

In Memory of Hon. 
Jonathan Lew
Marilyn A. Woollard

In Memory of Ignacio 
Musino
Katherine M. Hogan

In Memory of Tomas 
Olmos
Dolores Leal 
Michelle Reinglass
Gail D. Solo
Robin Toma

In Memory of Joel 
Gomberg
Hon. Alexander 
Saldamando & Judith 
Saldamando

In Memory of Jose & 
Delfina Vasquez
Emily Vasquez

In Memory of Maria 
Rodriguez
The Chun Farnkopf 
Family Fund

In Memory of Mariaelena 
L. Ochoa
Alberto Ochoa

In Memory of Marin 
Clarin Diaz
Miguel Casillas

In Memory of Michael 
Muñiz
Daniel Santos

In Memory of Monserrate 
Villegas
Maria Markham

In Memory of Rafael 
Tizoc Trevino-Marquex
Shirley Trevino

In Memory of Ralph 
Santiago Abascal
Douglas & Beth Grijalva

In Memory of Rufino 
Torres
 Noe Torres

In Memory of Ryan 
Christopher Chavez
Christine Abrams

In Memory of Willie 
Collazo
Leslie Shiner
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SUPPORT, REVENUE 
& OTHER INCOME
 
Grant Revenue

Contributions

In-Kind Contributions

Attorneys Fees and Cost 
Recovery

Fundraising Events

Other Revenue

Net Assets Released From 
Restrictions

Total Support, Revenue, Other 
Income & Fundraising Events

Total Support & Revenue

EXPENSES

Program Services

Management & General

Fundraising

Total Expenses

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS - START OF YEAR

NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR

WITHOUT DONOR
RESTRICTIONS
 
$ 774,080.00

$ 287,570.00

$ 104,700.00

$ 184,662.00

$ 124,639.00

$ 151,646.00

$ 21,096,042.00

$ 22,723,339.00

$ 19,943,833.00

$ 18,479,322.00

$ 3,561,219.00

$ 783,822.00

$ 22,824,363.00

$ (101,024.00)

$ 5,136,233.00

$ 5,035,209.00

WITH DONOR
RESTRICTIONS
 
$ 19,991,066.00
 
$ 106,491.00
    
        --
 
$ 81,938.00
      

        --

$ 77,128.00

$ (21,096,042.00)

$ (839,419.00)

$ 19,943,833.00

       --

       --

       --

$ (839,419.00)

$ 2,737,528.00

$ 1,898,109.00

TOTAL

 
$ 20,765,146.00

$ 394,061.00
 
$ 104,700.00

$ 266,600.00

$ 124,639.00

$ 228,774.00

$  --

$  --

$ 19,943,833.00

        

$ 18,479,322.00

$ 3,561,219.00

$ 783,822.00

$ 22,824,363.00

$ (940,443.00)

$ 7,873,761.00

$ 6,933,318.00

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 2022

CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services Corporation. As a condition of the funding it receives from LSC, it is restricted from engaging in 
certain activities in all of its legal work, including work supported by other funding sources. CRLA may not expend any funds for any activity 
prohibited by the Legal Services Corporation Act, 42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-134. Public Law 104-134 504(d) requires that 
notice of these restrictions be given to all funders of programs funded by LSC. For a copy of these laws  or any other information, please contact 
Monica Yu, Chief Development Officer, at (510)267-0762.

For complete financial statements, please visit www.crla.org/financials

2022
FINANCIALS
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Mission Statement

Our Vision of Justice

Theory of Change

To fight for justice and individual rights alongside the most exploited 

communities of our society.

A rural California where all people are treated with dignity and respect 

and guaranteed their fundamental rights.

The legal system can either protect the rights of marginalized people 

or maintain and deepen control of the powerful. CRLA works with low-

income communities in varying ways that utilize our legal system to 

create a more just society. We fight together to protect and expand rights, 

ensure access to resources, and create opportunities in rural California.

To learn more about our work, please visit www.crla.org.




